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Paſtoral Letter : 


FROM THE 


BISHOP: 


OF 


BAIJIH and WETII S 


T O FSR 


G L E as, 


Concerning chats 


BEHAVIOUR 


DURING 


LENT. 


we LONDON, 


Printed for Charles Brome at the Gun at the Weſt end of 
St. Paul's, and IW. Clark in Wincheſter, 1688. 


= 
All Glozy be to God, 


Reverend Brother, 


HE time of Lent now approaching, which has 
bzen anciently and very Chriſtianly fet apart, for 
penitenttal humihiation of Soul and Body, for 

Faſting and Weeping and Praying, all which you know 
are very frequently inculcated in Holy Scripture, as the 
moſt cttcEtual means we can uſe, to avert thoſe Judg- 
ments our fins have delery'd ; I thought it moſt agree- 
able to that Character which, aro as [ am, I ſu- 
ſtain, to call you and all my Brethren of the Clergy to 
mourning ; tO mourning tor your own (ins, and to mourning 
for the ſins of the Nation. 


In making fuch an addreſs to you as this, I follow 
the example of St. Cyprian, that blefled Biſhop and Mar- 
tyr, who from his retirement wrote an excellent Epiſtle tp. :r. Edir. 
ro his Clergy , moſt worthy of your ſerious peruſal, ex- 
horting them, by publick Prayers and Tears to appeaſe 
the Anger of God, which they then actually felr, and 
which we may juſtly fear. 


Remember that to keep ſuch a Faſt as God has choſen, 
1c 15 not enough tor you to afflit your own ſort, but you 
muft a#o according to your abthity, deal your bread to te. 5 7 
the Hungry: and the rather, becaute we have not onely 

A 2 uſual 


Orat. 12. 


(2) 


Uſual objects of Charity to relieve, but many poor Pro- 
reſtant Strangers are now fled hither for - SanEtuary , 
whom! as Brethren, as members of Chriſt, we ſhould 
take in and Cheriſh. | 


That you may perform the office of a publick Inter- 
ccflour the more alliduoufly, I beg of you to ſay daily in 
your Cloſcr, or in your Family, or rather in both, all 
this time of Abſtinenc?, the 5 1/. Pſalm, and the other 
Prayers which follow it in the Commination. I could 
with alſo that you would frequently read and m<ditate 
on the Lamentations of Jeremy, which Holy Gregory Nazi- 
anzen was wontto doe, and the reading of which melred 
him into the like Lamentations, as afte&ted the Prophet 
himſelf when he Pcn'd them. 


But your greateſt Zeal muſt be ſpent for the Publick 
Prayers, in the conſtant devout uſe of which, the Pub- 
lick Safety both of Church and Stare is highly concern'd : 
be ſurc then to offer up to God every day the Morning 
and Evening Prayer; offer it up in your Family at leaſt, 
or rather as far as your circumſtances may poſſibly per- 
mit, offer it up in the Church, eſpecially it you hve in 
a great Town, and fay over the Litany cvery Morning 
during the whole Lent. This I might enjoyn you to doe, 
on your Canonical Obedience, but for Love's ſake I raiher 
beſeech you, and I cannot recommend to you a more 
devout and comprehenſive Form, of penitent and pub- 
lick Interceflon than that, or more proper for she 'Sca- 
{on. 

Be 


— 


(3). 


Be not diſcourag'd if but few come to the Solemn 
Aſſemblies, but go to the Houſe of Prayer, where God is 
well lnown for a ſure Refuge : Go, though you go alone, 
or but with on? beſides your ſelf; and there as you are 
God's Remembrancer, keep not ſilence, and give Him no 145%5- 
re/l, til He eſtabliſh, till He make Feruſalem a praiſe in the 


earth, 


The firſt ſacred Council of Nice, for which the Chri- 
tian world has always had a great and juſt veneration, 
ordains a Provincial Synod to be held before Lent, that all 5 
Diſ/enſions being taken away a pure oblation might be offer'd 
up to God, namely of Prayers and Faſting and Alms, and 
Tears, which might produce a comfortable Commu- 
nion at the following Eaſter: and that in this Dioceſe, 
we may 1n ſome degree imitate ſo Priminve a practice, 

]. exhort you to endeavour all you can, to reconcile 
differences, to reduce thoſe that go attray, to promote 
univerſal Charity towards all that diſſent from you, 
and to put on as the Eleft of God, holy and beloved, bowels Ci 3 12- 
of mercies, kindneſs, humbleneſs of mind, meekneſs, long- 


ſuffering, forbearing one another and forgiving one another, 
even as Chriſt forgave you. 


I patlionately beſeech you to reade over daily your 
Ordination Vows, to examine your ſelf how you ob- 
ſerve them; and in the Prayers that are in thac Office, 
fervently to importune God for the aſſiſtance of His 
good Spirit, that you may conſcientiouſly perform them. 


Leach. 


(4) 


Teach publickly, and from houſe to houſe, and warn every one 
nioht and day with Tears; warn them to repent, to fat 
and to pray, and to give Alms, and to bring forth fruits 
meet for repentance; warn them to continue ſtedfaſt in that 
faith once delivered to the Saints, 1n which they were 
baptiz'd, to keep the word of God's Patience, that God may 
keep them in the hour of Temptation; warn them againſt 
the ſins and the errours of the age; warn them ro de- 

- precate publick judgments, and to mourn for publick 
ProVOcations. 


No one can reade God's holy Word but he will ſee, 
that the greateſt Saints have been the greateſt Mourners : 
Pei David wept whole Rivers; Jeremy wept fore, and his Eyes 
fr. 9.1— ran down in ſecret places day and night like a Fountain ; 
Dans. 3— Daniel mourned three full weeks, and did eat no pleaſant 
bread, and ſought God by prayer and ſuppiications, with faſt- 
aC-12 ing, and ſackcloth and aſhes; St. Paul was humbled and 
3 Phil.18.-- bewailed and wept for the fins of others; and our Lord 
Ge 19.41- himſelf when He beheld the City wept over it. Learn then 
of theſe great Saints, learn of our moſt compaſſionate 
Saviour, to weep for the publick, and weeping to pray, 
that we May hnow in this our day, the things that belong 

70 our peace, left they be hid from our eyes. 


To mourn for National Guilc, in which all ſhare, 1s 

a duty incumbent on all, but eſpecially on Prieſts, who 

are particularly commanded ro weep and to ſay, Spare Thy 

Fee! 2-17- people, O Lord, and give not l hine Heritage w 1@proach , 
that God may repent of the evil, and become jealous for His 

Land, and jpity His peopte. Be 


— 


C92 


Be afſurd that none are more tenderly regarded by 
God than ſuch Mourners as theſe ; there is a mark ſet by 5&4 
Him on all that figh and cry for the abominations of the 
Land, the deſtroying Angel is forbid to hurt any of them, 
they are all God's peculiar care, and ſhall all have cither 
preſent deliverance, or ſuch ſupports and confolations, 
as ſhall abundantly endear their Calamity. 


' = Now the God of all Grace, who hath called you unto His 

eternal Glory by Chriſt Jeſus, make you perfet, ftabliſh , 
ſtrengthen, ſettle you in the true Catholick and Apoſtolick 
Faith profeſs'd in the Church of England, and enable 
you to adorn that Apoſtolick Faith with an Apoſtolick 
Example and Zeal, and give all our whole Church 
that timely repentance, thoſe broken and contrite hearts, 
that both Prieſts and People may all plentifully ſow in 
Tears, and in God's good time may all plentifully reap 


in oy. 


From the Palace in Welk, Tour affeftionate 


Febr, 17. 1687, 
Friend and Brother, 


| Tho. Bath and Wells, 


